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Everything opens when one has a

key. .Victor Hugo.

Mr. Roosevelt's Future Career.
AVhon Mr. Roosevelt shall linvo retired

from the presidency he will be only flity-
one years of age, and In the very primo
of his Intellectual vigor. Ho Is a re¬

markably well preserved man, nnd thcro

will be no sign of old age upon bini at

tho time of his retirement unless disease
should In tho meantime afflict him. Such
a man Is not willing to retire to privato
life. ??? havo no idea that ¡Mr. Roose¬
velt will stand for a third presidential
term, because he has given his word

that he will not do so, and the unwritten
law must be reckoned with, Thero Is

some talk of his going Into the Senate,
but the Senate' is too prosy a body fol¬

cir. Roosevelt. He is too "strenuous,"
to uso his own favorite word, for service
in that Inert and tpber-sided assembly.
What will Sir. Roosevelt do? Wo would
doubt If ho himself could answer the
«lucstlon nt this time, but It would not

surprise ns in the slightest if he should

go Into the Christian ministry. Ho is
one of the greatest preachers the "world
has over known, and he loves to preach, j
Never docs ho make a political spcecli
or an educational address or a deliver¬
ance of nny sort; never docs he write
a public document, that he does not

preach, an«l\ ho preaches good doctrine.
His last message to Congress was a great
sermon and a timely sermon, notwith¬
standing that some folks wero dispose-
to ridiculo it. Mr. Roosevelt Is an In¬
tensely relSiious man. and his sermons

havo tho force of conviction. If ever

a man was called to preach tho gospel,
we believe that that man Is Theodor«·
Roosevelt, and if ho should devoto tho
closing days of his Ufo to that noble
calling he would possibly bring about ?

great .religious revival throughout the
United States, for no "pent-up Plica"
could contain Preacher Roosevelt. lie
would 1)o tho pastor of some church, but
his sermons would bo published ¡n the
newspapers of the land, and they would

--be- a, power for .righteousness. Possibly
ho would fouiiêt _a reJ.lgIotis denomination
to suit his 'owii peculiar views, for. he
Is a free lance by nature. But ln any
event, he would bo a powerful foe to the
powers of darkness, and would give them !
tho fight of their lives.
Probably this subject lias never crossed

tho President's mind; possibly it lias, j
No matter, ho Is a great preacher, as

.we have more than once observed, and
Bt. Paul did not receive his call to I
preach until nfter he had hud much
training in athletics, and political life.
It Is not too late for Mr. Koosevelt to
be called to the ministry, ? I« a most
Inviting field, even for an tx-Presidcnt.

The Ethics of Consolidation
In another column wo print a commu¬

nication from Mr. David 1«. Pulllam, in
which ho ralee« the point that if Man¬
chester should be consolidated with Rich¬
mond, there would he no mean« of com¬

pelling Richmond to carry out her agree¬
ment (proposed) to build a new school
liouíe, and expend (???,??? a year for a

term of flvo years In Improving the
streets at "Washington Ward."
The point seem« to us not to be wall

talten. Wo pass over the moral statue
of tho case. H lis Incoilo. Ivablo that
Richmond would act In bad faith und
ini! to comply with tlio letter and spirit
of lier agreement. But laying that anide,
we are quito cleur that under the terms
of !x legislativo enactment which would
be necessary to consolidation, ?",,.· Council
could bo forced, If iho occasion ¡-li'uil.l
arise, to comply with nil the terme of
tlio agreement under which consolidation
should t/e cffece.ted. Mr, Pulllam contende
that tho General Assembly cannot enact
ti law that would bind Richmond to hi r

contract, for the reason thut tl.o Con¬
stitution prohibits a special act on this
subject. Very true as to the ponsCTTu-
tion.'U prohii/ition, but iii(; Constitution
does not prohibit tho enactment o{ ¡.

GENERAI., law to cover tho <:..-.e and
such general law would contain a plausi
providing for every continúe-noy. In the
Anderson ¿uïriexation ait, It la expressly
provided that.
"Mandamuij und prohibition shall lie

from tho Supremo Court of Appi ali- «?

any Circuit Court to compel a city or

town to carry, out eald t'.rms and eynäi-

tiens, or to forbid any violation of tho
same."

If Mr. Pitlllnm's contention la vni'.d.
It applies with equal force to annexation,
nnd the Irrrîtory to be annexed to Rich¬
mond from tho county of Henri«) will
be nt the mercy of the city after having
been Incorporated. '

But If tho mandamus clause In the An-
tlerson act which wo havo quoted Is
vnïld, In law, such a clause in a con¬
solidation net would bo equally valid nml
binding. Under such provision ot law,
If the Richmond Council should try tn
evade (ho obligation of tho contract, any
citizen of Manchester could Institute
mandamus proceedings and force fthe
Council to comply.

It Is well estnbllshed that the Coun¬
cil ot a city or ti town may ho dealt with
by this proceduro and tho Constitution
Itself recognizes *??? principle. In sec¬
tion 121 It Is provided that-»·

"The Council of every city mny, In a
milliner proscribed by law, Increase or
diminish tho number and elimine the
boundaries of the wards (hereof, nnd
shall, In the your 1G?1 nnd In every tenth
year thereafter, ui.d also wherever tho
boundaries of such wards r,vo changed;
ic-npportlnn the representation III the
Council1 ¡In the manner proscribed by
law; nnd whenever the Council of any
such city shall fail to perform tbe duty
so prescribed, a mandamus shall lie
behalf of any 'citizen thereof to compel
Us performance."
Here Is a general provision which would

apply to ««pacific cases and the sanio
would Ik true of a general law govern¬
ing consolidation,
Wo write from Ihe lnymnn's point 6f

view, and not with the tccniquo of ?

lawyer, but we have slated tho general
principles In a layman's language.
Manchester will, of course, pee to it

thai her rights are woll protected In law,
before sho surrenders her chnrlcr nnd
become a part of the city of Richmond.

Religious Stimulants.
? wandering evangeli.·», recently con¬

ducted a serien of religious meetings In
thfe city of Bristol, nnd In reviewing his
work In dm Christian Advocate, Rey.
Dr. R. N. Price uses this language:
During tho meeting nn operatic troupe

showed, but snld less than twenty tickets;
so imieh for the Influence of the meetings,
and Ihe ridicule heaped unon our "two-
by-four opera house." The evangelist
denounced cards, theatres, ¿ambling· dens,
blind tigers, clubs (especially female
clubs), until these I lilacs are likely to
roost lower for some time lo conio, Some
of the preachers tolerated bis {Irado
against (bese things.delivered as they
wero In slnng and billingsgate.ns neces¬
sary evil.a.« something necessary to get
us out'of tho ruts. And if ho lias cut
some of these thinirs out of (he lives of
the people of the place, ho has dono good.
Wo do not like tn criticize nt ibis dis¬

tance, but It may be Hint the evangelist's
meting was more largely attended than
tho theatre, because It was (ho more at¬
tractive show. This Is said in no spirit
of irreverence or recítenlo, but It is a

fact that evangelists usually give a very
attractive entertainment. They have a

large building, either a tabernacle or a

tent, they have a choir of one hundred
voices or so, with piano, organ nnd snme-

tlmea oilier Instruments In accompani¬
ment, they have good solo singers, and
tho evangelist himself is sure to make
his sermon sufUelenlJy pensh-tlonal to
draw. U Is a hurrah occasslon and the
people become intensely Interested, not to
say excited. In Iho smaller twons business
Is frequently suspended during service
nnd everybody talks about the big meet¬
ing.
We shall not say that such meetings

do no good, but we do say thoy do spine
barm. If tho world Is to he converted to
the Christian fallii, it must be done
through (ho systematic work of the orga¬
nized rhurcb nnd not by spasmodic re¬

vivals, conducted by wandering evange¬
lists. Now, the barm comes In Just here.
After the people have attended for ten
days a series of sensational meetings such
as wo havo described, the little cluu'ch
meeting, without (he attractions of tli«·
tabernacle or (he tent, Is a very tame

affair, and the othodox preaching of the
pastor Is very lame as compared wllb
tbo cut 'em and slash 'em oratory of the
evangelist. Tlio big meetings act as ?

stimulant for tho time, hut p fier tho
stimulant comes (lie lnerltttblo reaction.
Tlio effect of nil this Is to discount nnd
Impair Hie work of the church, and II
takes a long time for tho people at large
to recover from the effects of the stimu¬
lant.
Moreovor, we cannot believe thai reli¬

gion which Is «ligulflod and of all things,
clem·'' and sweet and elevating Is to be
promoted by the "slang nnd billingsgate."

Race Questions Here and There,
Senator Gearin, of Oregon, tells our

Washington correspondent that the peo¬
ple on the Parlilo Slope aro peculiarly
wedded tn tin· idea of (illowlng tho people
of Ihe South to .settle the negro problem
among themselves In their own way, "for
you know." said he, "wc have the ques¬
tion of Chinese Immigration always with
uh and wo nslt to be allowed lo settle it
for ourselves. Wo want national aid In
th·· niattep «if legislation, but wo do not
want Kueli legislation framed to meet tho
Idea's of tlio peopio who aro not familiar
v.-lth iiu· condition of our territory.·''
.Precisely, If tho northern people had ?

negro question at home, they would tulio
the Rinne view.

It Is one thing to dial with a problem
from afar; It is another thing to dell
with U ni your own door. How absurd
It would bo for tho Southern people to
underlain« to settlo tin· "Chinese prob¬
lem," for Iiu« people of the 1'¡ici fin Slope.
We havo Chinamen In the South, but
thoy nn. f«w and far between. One
Chinaman does not solve a problem, nor
a donen or a hundí·..? Chinameli horn
and therp, W'heroupitl, there Is no
"Chini·.«--!· ]. rol,hin" In 11,e Smith. I'lut the
people of the Pacific Blopo havo tho cell

-¦' '· lu tl '-ii'-amU and grouped in cob
onies. Thoy contribute ? largo element
In the population.llu-y ?????,? a problem,
l'on ce th.· liberality of iho Hnniitor, from
irei on, towards tlie Bout') and t.1io negro

prolili in. 'l'ha northern people havo ti
ha uful ot negrae« here and there, ami
they think that tho "Negro problem'!

:¦¦·,¦ <iioii«;li to dOIll with. So H Is from
(hell point of view, for thero aro not
enough negroes In their ¡-.cello» to malto
·'- probi. ? |s simple onougli to doni
with, the negro us an Individual. Thu
prppjem (-.rises when tho whiten of any.

section have to deal with the negro as

a tace.

j A Tribute to Good Citizenship.
Tho election of Jamos' B. Paco to bo

Irensuror of Richmond Is a tribute to
(be good sonso nnd good heart of this
people. In saying this thero Is no dis*
p.iragement of the other candidates, for
Mr. Pace, by reason of his long Cxpe-
rlenco ns a Richmond bnnlcor nnd finan¬
cier, Is peculiarly «lirallllcd for Hie place,
nnd the community is under obligations
lo him, If nny citizen be entitled lo
recognition for past public eetvlee. When
he was a .rich man James B. Pace ,usc«l
his'money, his Influence nnd all moans

nt his command to promote the Interests
of Richmond, and ho was especially noted
for bis liberality to all Institutions which
were dependent upon tbo public bounty
for I heir support. Ko man In Richmond
has moro kindness of heart, and there
nre many who can testify that In tlie
day of his affluence tho ear of Mr. Pace
wag ulwaya open In sympathy to the
cry of distress. Thero are public monu¬

ments to his liberality, but It was tho
many Hide deeds of kindness, known only
to him, the recipient nnd the recording
angel, which so endeared him to the

people.
It Is tho first time that tho voters have

had tho opportunity to show fhelr appre¬
ciation of tbe man, for It is the first
timo that he has Blood for office, nnd It
must be gratifying to him, as It Is to
his personal friends, -thnt ho polled such
a flattering vole. It comes in the naturo
of a Christmas gift, nnd is a token ot
appréciation of a citizen who bore him¬
self well In prosperity, who bore himself
bettor In ndvrrsity, who niel his obliga¬
tions llko a man, and suffered not his
manliness to lie Impaired by misfortune.
It needs not to be said that such a man

will discharge the obligation of his trust
with fidelity.

Mother Eddy has gone so far its to
cause to bo inserted In tlio by-laws of
the church a clause forbidding tbo giving
or receiving of presents at Tuletido, and
she has warned the elders not to spohd
their timo in writing messages of con¬

gratulation. Many of us feel Hint way
after wo havo finished paying Iho Christ¬
mas bills.

Wall Street has Its moral code, and
ono of its precepts Is: "Jf whiskey Inter¬
feres with your business, give up your
business. You can't do two things at'
a timo." It Is a cold-blooded way to
lítate tbe proposition, but there Is good
sense in the hint. .·

President Roosevelt very promptly put
a stop to tho silly movement beginning
in Oregon for a popular subscription to

purchase a wedding present for his
daughter. In doing this the President

yielded to tho promptings of his South¬
ern instincts.

New York Is talking about asking the

Legislature for forty millions, to be used
on the canal. We didn't know the Panama
Canal was to pass through New York.

An investigation of the newspapers is

now in order. Tlio public would like to

know which of them wero bought up by
the insurance companies.

The Norfolk and Western directors gave

Roanoke a million dollar appropriation.
What a fine Christmas gift!

Romo of the stores are still advertising
Christmas presents. It seems to us that
tliis tiling has gone far enough.

Copper continues to soar, but Lawson
has not yet proclaimed his bankruptcy.

Tho divine Sarah proposes to maleo the
farewell tour aH profitable as possible.

And so It turns out. Pace set the pace.

THÏS DAY IN HISTORY I
December 29th. I

1074.Batlo of Mulhauson; the French,
under Turenne, gained a victory over

tbe Germans.
1794_The town of Grave, considered a

masterpiece of fortification, surren-

ilered to Iho French, under Plchegru,
after a blockndo at two months.

1804.English ships captured a Sapnlsh
vessel with $200,000 and a valuablo
cargo of Índigo.

1854.Prussia, decided to open Its coasting
(rade to England,

1860-.lohn D. Floyd, Secretary of War,
resigned.

1802--Til«; Confedérales· tat VJcksburg at¬
tacked General Sherman with their
whole forco and drove him back to tho
firm linos of defense.

1804.Hood's army crossed tho Tennessee
River, thus ending the Tennessee
campaign,

1804.Tin· Juarez government of Mexico
offered a largo bounty to volunteers
from other countries who would enter
Its service.

1868.Moshy Clark, an old Revolutionary
soldier, «lied al Richmond, Va., at
th».· age of 121 years.

1874.Alfonso XII. proclaimed King of
Spain,

1877.Tho President, and Mrs. Hayes cel¬
ebrated their sliver wedding In tlio
White House.

1884.Earthquake shocks experienced In
Austria, Spain and other portions of
Kuropo.

1904.Lord Roberts shocked England by
declaring Hrlllsh urmy unfit to engage
hi war with nny modern power; points
out deficiencies and tells what urmy
needs.

Positively cured by
those I.ittln Pills,
They also relieve Dis¬

tress irom Dyspepsia, In-
ill|fe_Uou and Too llc_4ty
lîutlng. A perfect rom-
ecly for R!_r!nc88, Nausea,
Drowsiness, Dad Taste
In the Mouth, Coated
Tongue, Puln hi tho Side.
TOHPID LlYKlt. Tüey

regulate tho Bowels. Purely Yegetablo.
SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE. SMALL PRICE,

.??????1-????-l^.IIM

Genuine Must Bear
Fas-Similo Signature

REFUSE SUBSTITUTES,

The Silence of Jitn MePhbys-
And .-!·< we trod them dusty ways,
"How times hns chanced, old Jim," G

say s¡
"They ain't now ns th vìi sii't-ney nin ? now ns lin-.v «v«.--m ..

Ton take fornlnet this liloomiti' dust;
It either Ifiyd thero 'en use It must,
Or rise boonuse It inm-n't:
And 'ore's the thing Hint frète me fussed!
Why oloii't what mustn't doesn't?"
And 'enrnlii no response from .Tim,
1 fliins ? Sutldlnt gldhco nt him,
And him wns glnncln' me.
"And, look 'ere, chatty .Mm Mcrhoys,"
I says, snrenstlo. "stow voiir noise.
I'ult simuliti' out at mé¡
Quit yellln' like n school o' boys".

j Rut not a word soys he.
Then fcnrln' all warn't woll With Jim,
I crossed and uppercut!. «I lilm,
And stretched film in tho dust;
And lnyln' by lilm very iieur,
1 hollered In his dyln'' ear;
"That'.«*, whnt linn got me fussed.
Just this, MrPhoys.Hey, e'ni you 'ear?.
Why cun'l what doesn't'must?"
And whilo I stnres at «him, I soe
Thnt lie was slarln' hard at me,
And winking sly nnd cutc,
"1 thought," ho snys, "von sholy know.
I know 1 told It wunst to you.Why I can't talle to suit;
I'm deaf-dumb, .Tim tlie Hebrew Jew,
Jlini as was born a muto,"

Hi S. II.

Merely Joking
Out For Business..The shinies of night

wero falling fust na the housewives could
pull them down, when filling the street
of nn Alpino village passed a youth bear¬
ing ? banner with the strnngo ilevlce,
"Excelsior.," "Hold on!" said a Jolly vil¬
lager, appearing through tlio tavern door.
"Is It good excelsior?" Being aSBtired
that It was a flrst-cla.su article, ho bought
enough to stuft' himself for' tho rolo of
Santa Clous, for Christmas was coming.
"And yet," said tho youth, bitterly, "that
poet Is bound to make mo figuro In lit¬
erature <is un eccentric Idiot.".Philadel¬
phia Ledger,
The Little Woman.."The Browns are

going to hold an anniversary Tuesday
night." "In honor of what?" "Their
crook having boon with them two weeks."
.Milwaiikeo Sentinel.

Why Didn't He Mention It? '

"Ho told mo my fncn was my fortune,"
Said Nell, and the smile on her.fnce

Passed off when Bello answered: "How
snobbish!

Why, poverty's not a disgrace."
.Exchange.

Fly Time.."I must fly,' said the cash¬
ier. "Then fly with ine," remarked a
stranger, laying a heavy hand on him.
"With you?" stammered the cashier.
"Yes; I'm known as a 'fly cop.' ".Phil¬
adelphia Lodger.

A Match.
If you were Edith Wharton,
And I were Bernard Shaw,

We'd soar through mystic mazes
Of super-subjUo phrases;
Tho subjects we'd exhort nn
Would fill the world with awe,

If you were Edith Wharton,
And I were Bernard Shaw.

If you wero Henrik Ibsen,
And I were Maeterlinck,

We'd cut, like babes on corals,
Our wisdom tooth on morals;
We'd write sardonic snulbs In
Vituperative Ink,

If you wore Henrik Ibsen,
And I were Maeterlinck.

If you wero Lyof Tolstoi,
And I wore Turgenleff,

We'd write tho «lueerest novels
About high Jinks hi hovels;A man who was a doll's toy,A hero held In feoff;
If you were Lyof Tolstoi,
And I were Turgenleff,

If you were Rudyard Kipling,
And I were C'onnn Doyle,

We'd watch with eyes a-danclng,Our verbal rates advancing;
And over we'd be tripling
Our hoard «>f golden spoil,,/ If you were Rudyard Kipling,And I were Conan Doyle.

.Life.

A LAWYER'S VIEW.
Some of the Legal Aspects of the

Consolidation.
Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch!Sir,.Wo have heard much talk aboutthe expediency of consolidation, and thepicture has boon painted In tho fairestcolors by its advocates. Tho plan agreed
upon by Iho committee, on the face ap¬
pears simple and alluring to all 'whohavo not carefully considered the legaldlfllcultles In the way of its practicalconsummation and ilio ultimato resultaof consolidation.
But, when tinse difficulties and resulti·:

aro fully apprehended and maturely con-
siderca; tho "glitter of the gold" van¬
ishes, and tho lino vision becomes a hard
reality.
Tho prime question Is: Granting that

annexation is accomplished, an«! tho
"pronrlsos" of $40,000 per year for Ilvo
years ¡on the streets of Manchester,
?,??,??:» sohoolhnus«. und a now ..'reo I3rJds-
are sanctioned by tho Councils of both
eltlos and pul Into tho form of an ordl-
nanco (or ordinances), how Is a law to
bo passed making these "promises" bind¬
ing on the city of Richmond? Thin can¬
not bo accomplished "by an ordinance, or
ordinances, booauso any succeeding Coun¬
cil of the city of Richmond can, at its
will, chungo or abolish such an ordinance.AÍÍ?r t1.!"·, consolidation of ManchesterwJjlh Richmond, ¡\Janc'«i,ostor lose« iRJ
corporate Identity and existence, und
«reuses to bo a, city. Richmond becomes
"IT," and the Council of that city can
do ?way with any ordinance, or ordi¬
nances, now pus.-iii, and thus defeat this
glittering plan. There Is not hing hero to
bind tho city of Richmond to fulfill these
"promises." The gentlemen who now
enter into these arrangements, If tho
Council of Richmond should agree to
and sanction them, will not havo tho
power to carry them out, becauso a
majority of the members, aotlng,aS they
may think lest, may In tho futuro de¬termino differently, and especially is this
true when new members may bo elected
to tho Council,
Hut, tho quaere Is made, Cannot the

Cenerai Assembly pass ti law that will
bind tho city of Richmond'' No. r,>.
oauso tho Constitution of this suite, pro¬hibits a spécial nei on this subject bo-
Ing passed, and It cannot bo accomplish-
Od by a gene:¡il act. Tho IHHIi section of
the Constitution reads: "Tlio General As¬
sembly shall provide by general laws
for tlio extension and tho contraction,
from timo to time, of tho corporate lim¬
its of eitles ami towns, und no special
net for such purpose shall bo valid,'!
(Sen Annotated Codo of Virginia. Vol.

1, p. 212, nrt. VIII, paragraph \î% \vhloh
Is tho only section bearing on thlfi sub¬
ject.)
This Is oonellislvo ns to tho specilli net.

A general act to put this constitutional
provision Into operation htm never been
eniU'led. This tho donerai Assembly will
huvo to do. and they will doubtless ac¬
complish tills liv.-portnnt function with
due regard to the Benenn Interests of
the cities of tho State nnd general con¬
ditions, nnd cannot nnd will not omlirneo
special conditions or legislation In ? gen¬
erili stuhlte. Tlii» would enlise confusion
nnd intricacy, and would militate against
th« uniform unti general administration
of such nn net by tho courts. It Is Im¬
practicable to Include all the delnlls anil
nirreemrnts urini«"» by cities In nn net of
this nature: that is. porfoivo general, to
be constitutional. Therefore, It Is not
reasonable to think that thoso details
und agreements ("promlseu," as above
SCt out) will be embodied In «? KenOral
statute enacted by the Cieneril ?···*???-
hlv to effect'iuto the said provision of
the CoR"litiilioii. ns this would bo ??????-
out warrant of law or propriety, and

would Jeopardise tho validity and con¬
stitutionality Of tlio «taint«·, and would
threw doubt upon tho very net that coll*
siiinmated the consolidation sought to
be nrado effectual, togtdier with the said
"promises." Thero would nut bo a very
Satisfactory guarantee of the binding se¬

curity ot' these "promises" under such
a legislative ennctmont.
Furthermore, granting Hint· nil the legal

di filettiti-- in tills article above set out
could be rem'ovoil, and a special act eolild
bo, and was, passed lo put Iho mailers
alluded to into effective operation, how
could tlio "promises" of tlie city DI» Rich-
numi! be enforced, if that city, through
Its legally colisiItuted authorities, should
refuso to entry them out ? In pillili
words, suppose Hint, irfl«-r annexation
bud been mudo a faci by legislativo Oli¬
scimeli!, the authorities of the city ot
lllclmrond, then existing, shollld decline
to build the Freo Bridge, the iHO.rjOO
SchoOlliOUsO, to spend dining n-_f one
year tho $1?,??0 on tho streets, or to pay
Ilio ollleers, or to do either of theso
things, licnv could the city «if Richmond
bo made to do so? lly suit, do you sny7
Who would »sue? Under what law would
ymt sue? Manchester as a city would
then be dead.merged Into the corpora¬
tion of liiehmond. There would bo no
city of Manchester. Therefore, Mönches*
tor could not Sue. Tills Is manifest.loo
plain for argument. Could Richmond
sue Itself? That Is a legal absurdity.
Could the people of Manchester stie7
Thero would bo no people of Mnelioster;
they would all bo people of Richmond.
Therefore, tho "promises" of Rtch-

mond could not bo enforced by law. Ts
noi. this demonstrated? You must con¬
cede that It Is: and Hiere poems 1o be
no leinil remed? t" obvíalo Ibis Insep¬
arable difficulty and absolute Inhibition
to the enforcement of (hese "promises."

Tt Is proposed to make the city Of Man¬
chester ? ward of the city of Richmond,
with equal representation m; any other
ward of the latter city; and, to give till«
representation the practical control of
{lie îin.OOO (p bn used In Improving the
sirecis of tbe city of Manchester, Under
the law (see paragraph 151, Constitution
of Virginia; Art, VIII, Annotated Codo
of Virginia» p. 239) Ih«· Council of tho oily
of Richmond can change Iho boundaries
of wards, or any ono or more «if tlio
wards «if tlie City, whenever It chooses;
and this ward, which Is to bo called
¡'Washington Ward," may become, under
cóuncllhianio action, a part of another
ward, or may bo divided, and a part of
Its territory united with another ward,
whose representatives will still be from
"Washington Ward," and yet dominated
by a majority from Ilio now part of that
ward, with Ideas and purposes entirely
adv.use to tho present Intents and sym¬
pathies of tho councilman from Man¬
chester, This change Is not Improbnblo,
when wo see tho many thlnga accom¬
plished by political management ln this
day and generation. Tho part of tho sec¬
tion of tlie Constitution referred to reads:
"The Council of every city may, In a

manner prescribed by law. Incienso
diminish tho ..umber, and »bango tho
boundaries of tho wards thereof, and
shall. In tho year 1003, and In every tenth
year thereafter, and also whenever tho
boundaries of such wards are changed,
roapporllon the representation In tlio
Council among the wards lu a manner
prescribed by law. etc."
Moreover, any citizen of the then city

of Richmond would have the legal right
to apply to the courts for nn Injunction
to enjoin und restrain ilio appropriation
and use of tho public, moneys on the
streets, etc., of Manchester, on the
ground that that part of the city was
receiving irroro Hum tho proportionate
part, to which it was entitled under the
law. 2 Dillon's Municipal Corporations, p.
77.?. (beginning) paragraphs 77·)-"?». 921 »N..
923; ??- ?. and Ml.
These authorities establish tbo princi¬

ples governing tlie proposition laid down
in this ardirle, and tbe books abound with
cases and precedents sustaining the same
proposition, or those germane to It by
parity of reasoning. It is well-suited, nnd
un essential part of our law. »

Tho ''promises" of the city of Rich¬
mond, that are so ¡'catching" on tlie
outside, need but analysis to be demon¬
strated to be of no validity nt nil. Not
that the members of tho Richmond com¬
mittee are not perfectly sincero and earn¬
est in tliclr agreements, but b«ic_ñ_e the
contract, if li muy bo called such, Is
iindum pnetum, a contract that cannot
be enforced, but thnt Is void In law.

1. Because It cannot bo enforced, as
above proved.

2. Because it cannot be tirade binding
by legislative enactment, as above shown.

.'I. Because It cannot be made binding
and unchangeable by councllmanlc en¬
actment, as above shown.

¦I. Because tho contract, if it could bo
called such, is between the two cities, ono
of which ceases to exist when consolida¬
tion is consummated, and thus leaving
only one party (tho city of Richmond)
existing, and thus demonstrating that the
so-called contract is absolutely invalid,
because It could not be enforced; thero
then reirralning no parly to enforce It,
and there being only one party when con¬
solidation is consummated to the con¬
tract, which Is a legal anomaly.
Under these circumstances, and in the

face of tho law, how can llie people of
tbe city of Manchester afford to enter
Into ari arrangement of this character
which cannot be enforced?
Would not the people of Manchester

be likn the man who buys a "gold brlok,'-'
¦and who Is laughed at for IiIh stupidity?
That Is the way It seems to us, who

are looking at theso Important questione
from all sides nnd under all nspects of
tlie caso. Respectfully.

DAVID L. PCLLTAM.

TILT li RI STYLE
Hold a Tournament and Make a

Fine Exhibition of Horse¬
manship.

FREDERICK'S HALL, VA., December
28,.One of the most enjoyable events of
the holiday season took place Wednesday
afternoon in the "Crank Kleids,", when
tho youtli In leneo trousers vied with
each oilier, as to who should bo crowned
queen of love and beauty. The tournament
conducted entirely by juveniles was largo-
ly attended by the elite of tho community
nnd wns a complete success, and credit
tn themselves In oyor respect.
The Coutosylng Knights wero ns fol¬

lows: "Knight of f/rederlok's Hall,,"
remmott H. Polndexter, Jr., J. II. Crunk,
Jr.. Knlßlit of "Chester." Knight of the
'.Silver Ring," Henry Crank, Knight'"of
"Locust Grove," Louis M. Bplcor, "Stan¬
ley" Maurice ¡Francis county. The suc¬
cessful Knights word Henry Crank,
"Knight of the Silver Itine·," who crowned
Queen of I.ovo nnd Beauty, Miss Mar¬
garite Splcor. First maid, Miss Marian
Rpleer, daughter· of Mr, Wade Splcor,
of Richmond, 'by Emmett. II, 'I-olndexler,
Jr. Second maid, Miss Iconise Gnrretl, by
Maiirlcn Francis. Third mnkl, Mies Fan¬
nie Crank, liy "Chester."
Ono of tho most marvelous feature:!

In the contest wns tho superb horseman«
ship and artistic handwork as demonstrat¬
ed by Henry Crnnk, a lad of scarcely u

dozen Hummers, who In four rides, look
overy ring, twelve In nil, a feat seldom
performed by his elders.
George Goodwin, Jr., noted ns Mnrshnll.

13, I'. Waller delivered tho charge to the
KnlgTlts, also delivered tlio coronation
nildri'RH, after which tho llttlo folks
wended their several ways homeward,
having thoroughly enjoyed themsolves

We make a specialty of

HEAVY TIMBERS
For Wharves, Bridges, Trestles,

« Derricks, Larrjo Buildings and other
Ü3 "vor,< rem,lrlnn Southern
" LONG LEAF YELLOW PINE.

in our ten yard», covering neven
acreo, we carry tlis

LARGEST STOCK IN THE STATE,
und we respectfully «olicit a liliara

of your patronage.
WOODWARD & SON,Lumbermen,

Richmond. Va,

So marshal! your financial forces
that victory over poverty and misfor*
tune will be certain and easy.
Intrenched behind the strong bul¬

warks of a bank account, you can bid
defiance to the freaks and foibles of
fate.
Our depositors receive 3 per cent,

compound interest and government
.»rotection,

If out of town you can bank by mail.

Planters National Bank,
Savings Deportment, 12m und Multi ñtej., niehmond, Vn.

Capital, ------- $300,000.00
Surplus and Profits, - - - $900,000.00

TREASURY UCT
IERI ILL

Governor Glenn to Address the
Cotton Farmers at Char¬

lotte

CAPITOL CLUB GIVE SMOKER

The Spring Term of the ?. & M.

College.A Weeding Out of
the Drones.

(Special to The Tiinoo-Dlspatch.)
RALEIGH, N. C, December ¡».-At¬

tending physicians report no Improvement
In the condition of Btnto Treasurer B. R.

Lacy, who has been 111 of pneumonia
since Sunday.' lie had a very bad night-
The pneumonia Is as yet confined to one

liini?. 11«; Is ..having troublo with his

chronic asthma troublo nlso. Ills friends

uro very apprehensive.
? ninnimi· of Imnortnnl corporations

wee chartered this morning: The Mc-
Allster-Ross Lumber Company, of LU*
llngton, capital $25,000. by Thomas -.

McAllster and others; The Daughtrldgu
Supply Company of Rocky Mount, capi-
tal Sííi.OOO, by K. L. Daughtridge and
others; The Boyliin Grocery Company, of
Wüsoñ, capital $10,000, by D. S. Boyklii
mid others; The New Rover Lumber Com¬
pany, of Ooldsboro, capital J10.O0O, by '/..
Ertwdrcls, If. Well and others; tho X. R.
O. H. Ttliyne Co/npiiny, Dallas, Gaston
county, capital ???,???.
The Capitol Club ot Raleigh save an

elaborate smoker last ninht, the first
the club has ever hold. They usually
have a big Christmas r,r New Year's
ball. Elaborate preparations arc being
nindo for the latter even«. Monday night.
The spring term of tho Agricultural

and Mechanical Colloco hero opens
Thursday, January 4th, and ¡President
Winston says the Indications are thnt
there will bo an" unusually lnrßo enrol¬
ment of students for the short midwinter
courses In agriculture, «lalrylng, textil,·
work. There will also be a number
of new students for tho reçrular college
courses. Some additional room will be
made In the coIlep,e by the failure of a

number of students to pass tho examina¬
tions just before tbe holidays. Students
will be dropped from all the classes, from
tbo seniors down. President Winston
says, though, that It Is nothing more

than 1 lie usual weeding out of the drones.
Governor Glenn will go to Charlotte

to-morrow to deliver an address before
the cotton farmers of that section.
Stato Superintendent of Tubile Instruc¬

tion J. Y. Joyner has gone to Greens¬
boro to aitend a mooting of tho oxocullvo
committee of tho State Normal and In¬
dustrial College.
Arrangements are being made for the

annual meeting of the North Carolina As¬
sociation of High School Teachers, to be
held in the representatives hall of the
State Capitol Friday and Saturday. Pro-
fessor Martin Holt, of Oak Ridge Insti¬
tute, Is the president of the association.

SHOT IN COLD BLOOD.

Rufus Caldwell Killed By a Man
Riding Behind Him.

fSpeclnI to Tho Tlmes-DIspatch.)
ASKEVIIjL'B. N. C, Deo. 3S..? cold-blood¬

ed murder occurred In Calaloootio township«
Ilaywood county, Christmas «lay. .lohn Hmlloy
Hlio.itIng nnd Instantly killing Ruius Caldwell
without provocation.
The two young men were members of a

larice parly, who were riding horseback from
one parr, of tho township to miollier. Smiley
was rldlnpr In tho rear of th« party and sud¬
ili nly, without a word of warning, drew a re¬
volver and flrod point blank nt Caldwell, who
wain ridlnn hut ? few nares In front of him.
The nullet, entering Caldwell'« bach, struck a
vital epot and he foil from his horse, dying
almost Instantly. Smiley was nt once arrested
nnd tnkon io "iVaynosvllle, where he Is now
In Jail. He has refused tr, muko any state-
ii'int regarding the shooting.

OLD LANDMARK GONE.

Grand Old English Oak Falls
Prey to a Roman Candle.

(Special to The Tliii.'B-Dlspiiteh.)
CUMBRHIjANH, VA. Dec. 2S..Ibither nn

unusuul celebration happened hero Christina·"
day. A. massive old Kiigllsh oak tree, which
ha» stood hero through many gencrallons, and
eald to have been transplanted from lunghini*,
there being nono othor like It In tho county,
was burned and fell lo the ground. Some boys
llrod a neirian ramilo at the. tr..·.), and tho old
tree being hollow, alinoti from top to bottoni,
caught on fire on the Inside, und notwith¬
standing lira extinguishers wero used, could
not bo put out. This »id laminilirk, which had
defied no mnny «norms nini given cha.le for
the village benefit, wa-i regarded ns tin« friend
of Iho town. Tho lato Judjîo Pablioy tried to
got tin appropriation from th« county to uro«
servo this eld relic of l'iirly days.
Mr. J. H. Klippen, clerk uf the County and

Circuit Courts, will turn over the office to
Mr, <". H. Sanderson on January the first. Mr,
Ifllppen has boon clerk of the county for eigh¬
teen years, and hns made a most honorable,
efficient and satisfactory rueoril us clerk In
overy way, and Iiiih also made many friends,
lie will, In Ilio futuro, devoto bis limo to his
other business Interests hero.

HARD EXPERIENCE.

Mailcarner's Horse That Would
Not Stay in the Ferryboat.
ÍSneolnl to 'l'ho ?????-B-Dli'nntoh.)

llßA'rilSVIlwl.l'*, VA., Decomber 2ì..Mr.
Tilomas Struiighan, tilo mail carrier on

tlio refute between Wnruaw nnd llenths-
vlllo nnd ferryman «it Conn 'Wharf, both
hud ? narrow pèoapo from drowning a
few mornings ago. while crossing toan
ltlver In Iho ferryboat. The borse miil-
denly heeame frightened nnd ran btipl*
with the mull cart hilnlieil to him und Ml
overboard, parrying both Mr. Straughan
and the ferryman W«tll him. After being
In the wntor »omo lime, they ninnagod
to reaoh the shore in nn almost exhiiiiHt-
cd oondltoln. Mr. Strniin-'inn then pro¬
ceeded on his route to Hoatlmvlllo- Ho·
turning In tho afternoon, be unhitched
tlio horno before entering tho boat.
The animal again went overborn d, when

within about ten yards of tho Uundlck
ghori«, but this timo ho went ulone. I3y
some nieuiiB the cablo .was breiten, and

tho boat drifted back to tho oppositeshore Iho two managed to ke,,,', th«.horse s henil above tho water untiMnniiwas reached.
Tin« largo barn of Mrs. Marvin Bailey,of K.insale was burned.tt few days aKotoKcther with about eighty barrels ofcorn, alargo amount or fonuer and farm·»III« implements. The Ins., WUf) rt|)0ut ^?Thcro was no Influranco,

SHOOTING A MYSTERY.
Call of Committee to Consider
Vacancy in Swanson's District.

(Spedili to The Tlmes-Dlspatch )IMNV1DM*. VA.. Deo. G?._t?,., «'.ron-r'sJury empanelled tu Investigato tie, death orTom Kelly, tho ????.·»·!?->?,.?,-.?,? boy, who wasslna while hunting Tuesday afternoon n»nrthe ally, returned a verdict ttiirt afternoon ihmyoung K'.lly met death as tlie result of bteln-i«<hnt with a rifle In th« hands .r nn unknownparty, It wu nt ??t-? thought lliat J-ranltBriifhtwcll, ng«>d about sixteen, shot Kellybut there was no evidence to »henv that »ucliwas ?h»j case.
It appears that a, crowd of boy», armed withrifle», were shooting <»n the rlvor baiilui atbirds, tin cans or anything In sight, ani ItWoe suddenly dlsroverwl that Kelly was fatallywounded, It was conclusively shown, hrnvever,thnt thoro wo« n» Ill-feeling between 1heboys, but who Inflicted the wound is a mystery.ft. ?- James, chairman of the DémocratieExecutive committee of tho Kirth CorurreatlonalDistrict, ha» called a meeting of Hint com¬

mittee to bo hold at M'nrtinavlllo .huiuiirv stii
for tho purpose of taking such action a« nccea-
snry in anticipation ot the vacancy to be maio
by tbo ri^lirnatlon or Congressman Claude A.
Svanaon, of Ulis diotrict, who vías recently
elected Governor of Virginia. Mr. Swanson
has not a« yet tendered bin --.-.lunation, but It
I« understood will do no Kobruary lût

HIS DE'ADLY FIST.
Nathan Scott Kills Assailant Who

Threatened Him With Axe.
(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

NOItF-LK. VA.. Dec. -...Nathan Pcott. apowerful negro, Is In tho Norfolk county Jail
under a charge of murder, lie having kilted
(»»orge Washington, anolher negro, nt Seivtll'a
Point J'eseterday with a blow of hie flal. Wnnli-
Ir.gton'a neck being broken» Scott, who beam
a good reputation, wan nt hi« home when
Washington, iinnei! with an axe. appeared
there, and after uttering much abiudve lan-
euape, dnr"d Scott to c«>mo out. The latter
took the dare, mil beforo Washington could
put hla threat Into effect he wa.s struck a bloc»
by Scott that turned him around. A second
1,1o«V »truel« WetxhlnKton at the baao of hla
head, breaking hla neck.

Scott sunendered himself to the authorities,
and hla claim of aolf-defense is ralbo tanti.ted
by several wltnesaea. -.

ROUGH HOUSE.

Gang of Young Men Break Up
Dance and Assault Host.

(Special to The Tlmos-D'.fpatch.)
WIXCHESTßn, VA, I>ec. 28..A g-uyr of

young men attacked fhe homo of Matliew
Grubbs, near tho Shenandoah River, Jn Clarke
county, and not only broko up a pariy that wrue

belng^Rlvon by hlin, but brutally assaulted the
aged host.
Warrant* were iMUed and threo have r.o txr

been nrre*te.l. To-day ("Tayton Wiley and
brother and Kidwell rtoyaton confessed, and
v.«re heavily lined. Marshall Wiley, the alleged
ling-leader, and who wo« the chief In ua-

ocutlln«- Grubha, has fled to parta unknown.
m

WILL LOSE HAND.

The Town Hall at Warsaw Dedi¬
cated With, a Dance.

(Special to The. Tlmea-Dlapateh.)
WAltSAW. VA., Dec. 23..A. W. BanforJ.

ngeil twcnty-flvo years, bad hla right hand
blown off nt the residence of J. D, Bowen «it
Newbnil. t:-.la county, this afternoon by th·
discharge of a cannon cracker. Hla hand will
havo to be amputated.
The new Town Itali, which was completed

here Tuesday, was de(U«átpd Inst night by a

brilliant »liineo. The affair proved ? great ao-
clul event, tho counties of Hlchmond, Lanraa-
ter, WcstmorobLnd and Northunicrland bela_
represented.

YOUNG HEI QUARREL
HER GIRL UT DANCE

One Man Killed and Several
Wounded in Affray Fol¬

lowing.
(By Associated Press.)

BROOKS, GA., Dec. SS.-A shooting af¬
fray happened here last night at a dance
at the homo of Tony Biles, a few lulled
south of hero.
Two young men quarreled about a part¬

ner in ¡? dance, and were ordered out of
the house by Mr. Biles. Tho dllllculty
wns renewed In tho yard.
Mr. Biles ran out with his shot-gun, and

a general fusillade occurred, resulting In
the «loath of Tony Biles and the serious
wounding of John W. Goodln, Lander
Goodln and Frani' Morris.
Biles Is survived by his wlfo and Blx

children. John XV. Goodln and Tony Blies
woro brothers-in-law.

Special
Cigar
and
Candy
Sale

All popular brands Cigars,
In boxes of 2&, 89o¡ boxes of
DO, $1.75· boxes of 100, $3.50.
Fino Candles In 1, g, 8 and

;.-lli. boxes.

L Wagner Drug Co.
Sixth and Broad,

OPEN AUL NIGHT.


